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within which frequent observation had led the German sub-
marines to keep a look-out for merchant shipping, but was in
mid-Channel, heading almost direct for Le Havre*
" Consequently, the submarine fired a torpedo at 3.55 p.m'
Central European time, i-J- knots south-east of the Bull Rock,
The torpedo struck, and so heavy an explosion occurred that
the whole of the ship forward of the bridge broke awsfy. The
unusually heavy explosion leaves no doubt that there were large
stores of ammunition on board.
" The German captain has prepared a sketch of the ship
he attacked, of which two copies are sent herewith. The two
copies of pictures of the Sussex, also enclosed, were photographed
from the English newspaper The Daily Graphic, of the 27th inst.
A comparison of the sketches and the photograph shows that
the vessel attacked is not identical with the Sussex ; particularly
striking is the difference in the position of the funnel and the
shape of the stern* No other attack was made by a German
submarine on the course between Folkestone and Dieppe at the
time of the Sussex incident.
" From this the German Government are obliged to assume
that the sinking of the Sussex is to be set down to other causes
than attack by a German submarine. Some light may be
thrown on the incident by the fact that on the 1st and 2nd April
alone no less than twenty-six English mines were destroyed
in the Channel by German naval forces. In general the whole
of that area is rendered dangerous by drifting mines and not
torpedoes. Off the English coast the Channel is also made
increasingly dangerous by German mines which have been
laid for the enemy naval forces.
" If the American Government should have at their disposal
any further data that may help to elucidate the Sussex incident,
the German Government beg that it may be communicated to
them so that they may subject it to examination. In the
event of differences of opinion arising between the two Govern-
ments the German Government now declare themselves ready
to submit the whole incident to an International Commission in
accordance with the third clause of the ' Hague Convention for
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